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Free flu shots draw 1,300 
Drive-through vaccination serves as practice plan for disasters 
 
 
By Reed Fujii 
Record Staff Writer 
October 23, 2008 6:00 AM 

STOCKTON - San Joaquin County health officials, preparing for a widespread emergency, tested their 
plans Wednesday by giving 1,300 flu shots at a one-day drive-through clinic, administering 1,000 
vaccines in the first two hours alone. 

For many county residents, it was a convenient and free service to prepare for the upcoming influenza 
season. But it also allowed county Public Health Services to gauge its ability to quickly distribute 
medicine in case of a health emergency, such as a major epidemic or biological warfare attack. 

"The fact that we could get 1,000 people vaccinated in two hours is a very big success for us," said Dr. 
Karen Furst, county public health officer. 

NEED A SHOT? 

Public health officials urge Californians to get immunized against influenza, in particular children ages 
6 months through 18 years, adults 50 or older, pregnant women, and anyone with chronic medical 
conditions or living in a long-term care facility. 

If you missed Wednesday's drive-through clinic, San Joaquin County Public Health Services offers flu 
shots at its clinics; a schedule is posted online at www.sjcphs.org. 

You also can receive a vaccination through your medical provider or special events at many 
pharmacies, supermarkets and other retailers. Find a clinic online at www.findaflushot.com or 
www.FluClinicLocator.org. 

"If we ever have to vaccinate the entire county, we've got a very good model that we've proven today 
works," she said. 

That model involved careful traffic control at the San Joaquin County Fairgrounds, with shot seekers 
coming in off Charter Way, forming lines of vehicles to receive forms and inoculations, and driving 
out the main gate on Airport Way. 

Equipment and materials used in the exercise, such as tents, tables, chairs, forms and medical supplies 
were brought in on point-of-distribution trailers. 

Shots were given only to adults, who remained in their vehicles as they filled out forms, answered 
questions and rolled up their sleeves before receiving shots from nurses who worked from both sides 
of the vehicles as needed. 



It was a quick and convenient way for Lisa DeMello of Escalon to get a flu shot on her lunch hour. 

"It's awesome. I think it's great," she said after being vaccinated. "This is the easiest way without 
having to go to the doctor's. ... And everyone was really friendly, which is not how the doctor's office 
is all the time." 

And the price was right for Glenn Anderson of Stockton, who said that after being laid off, he had to 
choose between paying for health insurance or a place to live. 

"That word 'free' you don't hear too much anymore," he said. 

After being told the clinic was also a test of emergency preparations, Anderson said the process went 
quickly and smoothly. 

"It seemed like everyone was really coordinated on what they were doing," he said. 

Judy Ward, a Public Health Services program manager, said the major challenge is in rallying the 
human resources in case of a major health emergency. The agency cannot do it alone and must count 
on police and fire services, ambulance companies, hospitals and others to lend a hand. 

Also, other sites must be identified where clinics could be held. "We're considering 20 sites within the 
county where we could do mass dispensing," Ward said. 

Ideally, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention would have the Public Health Services 
able to reach each of the county's nearly 700,000 residents with medicine or vaccine within a 48-hour 
period. 

"That's a tall order," Ward said. 

The county is working toward that goal, Furst said. It has three point-of-distribution trailers and looks 
to obtain three more. The trailers would be placed at separate locations around the county, ready for 
use when needed. 

CDC officials asked San Joaquin County to test its preparedness plan this year by treating 400 people 
in a mass vaccination event. The clinic Wednesday more than tripled that target. 

"The design, the way we set it up, was very effective," Furst said. 

Contact reporter Reed Fujii at (209) 546-8253 or rfujii@recordnet.com.  

  
 


